THE END OF A REIGN
Lamsdorff, declined to join in any public demonstration. On reflec-
tion they saw possible advantages to themselves in a transaction which
kept Britain and Russia apart, and by increasing her difficulties in the
Far East was likely to keep Russia out of mischief in Europe. More-
over, it would be unwise to put themselves wrong with Japan at a
moment when German merchants and industrialists were doing their
utmost to win her favour. Holstein, as usual, suspected a trap in
Lamsdorffs proposal for a joint demarche, and the Russian was left
complaining that it had been pigeon-holed without even the pretence
of discussing it.
But the British stroke extorted an unwilling admiration from all
these spectators. Lansdowne in these months earned the reputation
of being one of the most skilful performers on the international stage,
and British diplomacy won a new status among the professionals of
Europe. It now began to be said that the apparent naivete and
floundering of British statesmen covered a deep cunning of which
in future Europe would have to beware. The legend of the British
Machiavelli which dogged Lansdowne's successor right up to the Great
War may in fact be dated from this transaction. The British records
may nevertheless be searched hi vain to discover that either Lansdowne
or his colleagues in the British Cabinet were alive to the serious and
far-reaching consequences of the British-Japanese Alliance. The chief
of these was that it prepared the way for the duel between Russia and
Japan which was to send Russia back from the Far East to seek com-
pensation and satisfaction in Europe for her defeat in Asia. In its
ultimate consequences the British-Japanese Alliance stands out as one
of the mile-posts -on the road to 1914, but in January, 1902, no one
thought it possible that Japan would have the temerity to challenge '
Russia, or that, if she did, she would do anything but seal her own
doom.
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